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Mr. President, 

Denmark warmly welcomes the South African delegation and thanks it for its presentation today.

Denmark commends South Africa for developing a national youth policy and establishing the South African Youth Council and the National Youth Development Agency. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Denmark recommends South Africa to allocate sufficient resources to implement its youth policy to ensure meaningful use of youth delegates, inclusion of youth in rural areas and strengthened political impartiality and independence of youth representation.

Denmark acknowledges South Africa’s policies to address sexual and reproductive health and rights. However, the numbers of unwanted pregnancies, unsafe abortions and sexually transmitted infections among adolescents and youth remain high. 

Denmark recommends South Africa to ensure comprehensive sexuality education in school curriculum including on consent, contraception and gender-based violence.

Finally, Denmark recommends South Africa to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 



I thank you.








